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The Stichting Widows and Orphans Development (Widows and Orphans Development
Foundation (WODF) also referred to as WODF-NL, is a non profit (ANBI) organization
that was established in November 2020 in the Netherlands. Our core mission is to
empower the underprivileged widows in Africa, mainly in Tanzania by equipping them
with entrepreneurship skills and providing them with seed funding to enable them start
income-generating activities thus helping them regain financial independence and meet
the basic needs of their families.

WODF also supports the education of orphaned children by supplying them with
essential school materials. These interventions ensure that children not only stay in
school but also have the tools they need to thrive and build a resilient future. To deliver
sustainable impact on the ground, WODF partners with its key implementing
organization in Tanzania namely the Widows and Orphans Development Foundation
(WODF-Tanzania), a trusted local partner with deep roots in the community.

WODF is run
entirely by
volunteers both in
The Netherlands
and in Tanzania.
The volunteers
include the
organization's
board members and
other team
members who are
experts in diverse
fields.

These dedicated
volunteers have
made it possible for
the vast majority of
WODF’s financial
resources to go
directly to funding
the projects, with
only far minimal
administrative
overhead- thus
maximizing the
impact of every
donor contribution.

In complying with the Tanzanian national regulations,
WODF secured the required Letter of Endorsement from
the President’s Office – Regional Administration and
Local Government (PO-RALG/TAMISEMI).

This official authorization permits WODF to carry out its
field operations in close liaison with Local Government
Authorities (LGAs) at the regional, district, ward, to
village levels. This way, WODF could implement its
proposed projects smoothly with full engagement and
participation of the grassroots communities.

About the organization
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WODF in The Netherlands (WODF NL) in collaboration with WODF Tanzania (WODF
TZ) implemented the following projects during the year 2024:

WODF received financial support from Trelleborg Offshore & Construction AB as part
of the company’s Sustainability Policy to enable a group of underprivileged widows in
rural Tanzania to start an income generating project, thanks to our lead supporter Mr.
Jerome Pellat. This project which involved vegetable farming adopted a sustainable
farming practice whereby a drip irrigation system that serves water a great deal was
deployed.

The project benefited directly 20 widowed women from Ukombozi widow Group in
Monduli district. About 476 people in the village benefited indirectly including children /
grandchildren within widows families and the general village community through the
income or nutritious vegetable.

Majority of the widows in rural areas face food shortage due to a number of reasons.
Some of the reasons are lack of land on which to cultivate the food crops or lack of
modern seeds that can boost the yields from a small piece of land that they may happen
to own. WODF received a generous support from a board member family (Dr Miled and

1. Empowerment of Widows in Vegetable Farming by drip irrigation (Phase 2)

2. Food Security Project for widows’ households Through Maize Farming (Phase 2)

PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED IN 2024
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Othman Boukrami) to finance the food security project whereby a group of widows
received modern maize seeds during the farming season starting from October 2024.

A total of 27 widows from Mbiti village, Bariadi district, Simiyu region in Tanzania
benefited directly from this project along with 108 family members of their households
including their children and or grandchildren.

A group of widows namely Inuka (meaning Stand Up) in Mbinga district received
funding from WODF to start a chicken rearing project to enable them generate income.
The funding was courtesy of a board member family (Dr Miled and Othman Boukrami).
Through this support, the group members received entrepreneurship training and
procured 414 chicks to kickstart their journey towards economic independence.

3. Poverty Reduction Among Widows Through Chicken Farming
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While benefiting directly 32 group members, the chicken project touched positively on
the lives of 192 dependents who are mainly school-going children or grandchildren of
the widows.

Widows from Mawasiliano Widow Group in Bariadi district are undertaking a
clothmaking project so as to earn an income and support themselves with their families.
This project was initially funded by Melania Foundation through which sewing
machines and fabrics were purchased and the project taking effect. The project started
with the widows receiving training to acquire life-long sewing skills followed by the
production of school uniforms and other cloths. Later on, a family of WODF board
member (Dr Miled and Othman Boukrami) provided additional support to boost the
production thus strengthening the business.

The income earned through this project has directly transformed the lives of 25 widows
from the Mawasiliano group in Bariadi district while benefiting indirectly over 175
family members, including children and dependents of widow families thus offering
prospects for their sustainable future.

4. Clothmaking Project for Empowerment of Widows
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In Bumbuta village located in Kondoa district, a group of widows namely Kikundi cha
Wajane Bumbuta (KIWAJABU) are passionately rearing the goats as a means to
generate income. This initiative aims at empowering them so that they can support
themselves and meet their daily needs more sustainably.

The project received valuable support from Melania Foundation in The Netherlands
which played a crucial role in helping these widowed women improve the livelihoods for
themselves and their dependent children or grandchildren.

A total of 30 widows in Bumbuta village are benefiting directly from this project. With
determination and hardwork, these widows are not only securing their livelihoods but
also building a resilient future for their families.

Further, the lives of approximately 120 children, grandchildren, and other dependents
will be improved, thanks to Melania Foundation for its seed funding, and to WODF
board members for their support to expand the impact of the project.

5. Empowering Widows Through Goat Rearing
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On 25 December, 2024, WODF organized a Christmas Charity Lunch for orphans and
vulnerable children from the villages of Mbiti and Majaida in Bariadi District. A total of
150 children from both communities gathered to celebrate this meaningful annual event,
creating a joyful and memorable experience.

The children enjoyed a special lunch and music, making the day truly festive. This
heartwarming event was made possible through the generous sponsorship of Dr. Marco
Sustmann, a partner at GMW Corporate and Competition from Düsseldorf, Germany.

To make the end-of-year season more inclusive and meaningful for underprivileged
orphans, the Widows and Orphans Development Foundation (WODF) organized a
special food distribution initiative. This thoughtful effort which took place in Bumbuta
village, Kondoa district aimed at supporting children in need during the festive season.

6. Feed the Orphans Program (Christmas Charity Lunch)

7. Feed the Orphans Program (distribution of food parcels to orphans)
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WODF distributed essential food packets containing rice and sugar to the orphaned
children in the village.

This generous act of kindness was made possible through the heartfelt donation of Dr.
Marco Sustmann, a partner at GMW Corporate and Competition in Düsseldorf, Germany.

In total, 50 orphans received food packages, bringing joy and relief to their families
during a financially challenging time. This act of generosity not only eased their burdens
but also reminded them that they are seen, valued, and cared for, in the spirit of
togetherness.

One of the major challenges faced by orphaned children is the uncertainty surrounding
their right to education. Many are forced to drop out of school or struggle to attend
regularly due to a lack of essential items such as school uniforms and basic learning
materials. This lack of resources not only affects their academic progress but also
undermines their confidence and sense of belonging in the classroom.

To help address this issue and prepare orphans for the academic year beginning in
January 2025, the WODF procured and distributed school uniforms and supplies to
orphans from three villages across Bariadi and Kondoa districts in Tanzania in
December 2024.

8. Education Support for Orphans
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This initiative was made possible through the generous financial support from Dr. Marco
Sustmann, a partner at GMW Corporate and Competition in Düsseldorf, Germany.

In total, 200 orphaned
children from Mbiti and
Majaida villages in
Bariadi district as well
as Bumbuta village in
Kondoa district
received the education
essentials such as
school uniforms (shirts,
skirts, trousers, shorts
and soxy) and other
school supplies
(exercise books, pens,
pencils etc). The aim is
to ensure that no
orphaned child is left
behind in accessing
quality education due to
a lack of basic
necessities.
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Widows and orphans living with disabilities face far greater challenges than those
without. Limited mobility not only causes physical hardship but also emotional strain for
the individuals themselves and for their caregivers. For widows, performing daily
responsibilities such as earning a livelihood or managing household tasks becomes
extremely difficult without assistive devices like wheelchairs. Similarly, orphaned
children with mobility impairments often struggle to pursue their education, as walking
to and from school everyday is simply not possible.

Recognizing these challenges, the Widows and Orphans Development Foundation
(WODF) has stepped in to provide critical support. In 2024, the organization supplied
wheelchairs to those in need, enabling them to live more independent and fulfilling lives.
This initiative was made possible through the generous contributions of WODF board
members Petra Meiser-Sustmann and Dr. Miled A. Boukrami.

During the year, four disabled orphans and one widow received wheelchairs. These
devices have significantly improved their quality of life. The widow is now able to
participate in income-generating activities, which helps her provide for her children. For
the disabled orphans, they are now able to attend school regularly and with ease.

Beyond improving mobility, the wheelchairs have also reduced the economic and
emotional burden on caregivers. Families no longer need to spend as much on hygiene
products as the beneficiaries no longer crawl or sit directly on dusty floors.

9. Supporting Widows and Orphans with Disabilities: Enhancing Mobility and
Restoring Dignity
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Additionally, caregivers are relieved of the constant physical strain of carrying their
loved ones from one point to another or frequently cleaning them throughout the day
thus affording them the time to engage in other productive activities.

Overall, these assistive devices have not only enhanced the health, well-being and sense
of dignity of the widows and orphans with disabilities but also brought a profound relief
to their caregivers.

WODF remains committed to ensuring that no one is left behind, regardless of their
physical ability.
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WODF aims at empowering the disadvantaged widowed women economically and
socially as well as supporting orphans' education. The organisation’s work focuses on
Africa mainly in Tanzania, particularly in rural areas, and is in line with the global
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) spirit of reaching those who are left furthest
behind.
Throughout its work, WODF has been implementing SDG-based solutions whereby its
programs address critical development issues to uplift widows and orphans as follows:

WODF Activity Corresponding SDG

Poverty alleviation among widows through income
generating activities.

SDG 1 - no poverty

Food security for widows’ households through food
crop farming such as maize.

SDG 2 - no hunger

Providing mobility equipment (wheelchairs) for
widows and orphans with physical disabilities.

Vegetable farming that also provides widows’
families and community with nutrition.

SDG 3 - health and wellbeing
for all

Providing school supplies to the orphaned children to
ensure that they have unhindered access to education.

SDG 4 - education for all

Economic and social empowerment of widows to
promote self-reliance.

Facilitating equal economic opportunities for widows
through entrepreneurship skills and projects.

Combating discrimination and social stigma against
widows.

SDG 5 - gender equality

Creating self-employment for widows through income
generating projects.

SDG 8 - decent work

Widows undertaking sustainable agricultural practices
in food crop production and vegetable farming in line
with climate resilience strategies.

The use of the environmentally-friendly animal
manure to fertilize their farms.

The use of drip irrigation method which saves water
as a critical natural resource.

Fruit-tree planting for environmental preservation,
income generation and community nutrition.

SDG 13 - climate action

Aligning WODF work with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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WODF achieves its objectives in Tanzania by working together with Local Government
Authorities (LGAs) at grassroots level to implement impactful community-based
solutions. Having procured the Endorsement Letter from the President’s Office –
Regional Administration and Local Government (PO-RALG/TAMISEMI) for the
organization’s field operations, WODF consulted and collaborated with LGAs for
enhanced partnership, trust, transparency, accountability, and for more impactful work
because the LGAs operate at the grassroots level where the majority of WODF
beneficiaries reside.

The pictures below show some of the engagement activities of LGA leaders with WODF
staff and or beneficiaries at the grassroots level.

1. A visit to our field office in Bariadi by Local Government Authority (LGA)
leaders (Assistant Registrar of NGOs and Community Development Officers)
from Bariadi District Council to learn more about our work . Our office also
serves as a sewing workshop for one of our beneficiary widow groups.

Collaboration with Local Government Authorities (LGAs)
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3. Ward and village leaders having a
meeting with WODF beneficiaries in
Bumbuta village, Kondoa district.

2. Meeting of ward and village
leaders with WODF beneficiaries in
Mbiti village in Bariadi district.

4. A village leader launching a goat
rearing project for widows in Bumbuta
village.

5. A village leader officiating the
hand-over ceremony of wheelchairs
to widows and orphans in Bumbuta
village.
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With the help of the grassroots-level government leaders (LGAs), WODF is able to
reach the most needy widows and orphans who are based in rural remote areas and who
are hardly reached by many NGO development initiatives since most NGOs are based in
urban areas.

The Widows and Orphans Development Foundation (WODF) is run entirely by
volunteers who are the Board Members of the organization and other technical advisors
volunteers.
During the year 2024, WODF’s work was made possible courtesy of our esteemed
donors who included:

 Trelleborg Offshore & Construction AB.

 Trelleborg Marine & Infrastucture / Trelleborg Marine Fenders Team, Europe.

 Dr. Marco Sustmann, a partner at GMW Corporate & Competition, Germany.

 Dr. Miled and Othman Boukrami, The Netherlands.

 Dr. Friedrich Schulenburg, Germany.

 Petra Meiser - Sustmann, The Netherlands

 Other individual donors.

Special thanks to our donors for their support in uplifting the underserved widows and
orphans in Tanzania and help them build a future of dignity and opportunities.

7. The ward councillor (diwani) of
Mhango ward in Bariadi district
handing over the school supplies
procured by WODF for orphans in
Mbiti village.

6. The ward councillor (diwani) of Mhango
ward in Bariadi district speaking to orphans
during the Christmas lunch event.

WODF donors
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WODF being a non-profit, public interest (ANBI) organisation, it is run entirely by
volunteers both in The Netherlands and in Tanzania. These volunteers include the
organization's board members and other team members who are experts in diverse fields.
They are the driving force behind the life changing initiatives of WODF in transforming
the lives of underprivileged widows and orphans in Tanzania. The volunteers include:

SN Name Function

1. Jamila Sulu Chairperson

2. Petra Meiser - Sustmann Deputy Chairperson

3. Dr. Miled Amokrane Boukrami Board Secretary

4 Salome Magembe Treasurer

5. Yifat Leder Board Member & Communication Specialist

6. Vanessa Harris Legal Advisor

7. Maria-Pia Kelly Communication Specialist

8. Boryana Mileva Creative Designer

9. Boris van der Loos Web Designer

10. Angela Peter Mhawili Secretary General, WODF Tanzania

11. Hussein Ringi Programme Manager, WODF Tanzania

12. Masunga Edward Field Coordinator, WODF Tanzania (Bariadi)

Heartfelt appreciation to this dedicated team of volunteers in The Netherlands and in
Tanzania.

WODF volunteers
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Stichting Widows and Orphans Development

Annual Financial Statement

January - December 2024

Income and Expenses

Income Amount (in Euro)

Opening balance 5,739.83

Gifts and donation 22,218.12

Total income 27,957.95

Expenses

Office rent 0

Personnel costs 0

Projects and project support costs in Tanzania 23,353.90

Administrative costs in NL 1,073.56

Bank and other transaction charges 600.72

Total Expenses 25,028.18

Balance as of 31/12/2024 2,929.77

Financial Overview of WODF NL for the year 2024

WODF address and contact details:

Stichting Widows and Orphans Development
Platotuin 11, 2908XD, Capelle aan den Ijssel
The Netherlands
Telephone: +31644534229
Email: info@wodf.org
Website: www.wodf.org
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